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SOLDIER stands guard as another frisks a voter before 
latter enters a polling station in Caracas, Venezuela, 
Sunday’s election of a new president in Venezuela. 
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Results of Presidential 
! Election Today 

ROBERT BERRELEEZ 
C^ACAS, Venezuela (AP) — 
Neafly four million Venezuelans 
vot^ for a new president and 
Congress in peaceful, Sunday. 
outSg conditions but under the 
watehful eye of a huge crisis- 
ready security force. 

THe winner of the hotly con- 
tested bid for the presidential 
cha|- occupied the last five 
yea|s by Raul Leoni is not ex- 
pecfed to' be known definitely 
unt| sometime Monday. 

A^hough a Defense Ministry 
spolesman reported all normal 
thr(^|hout the country, a mili- 
tar3?t|source said unidentified 
fii’sd on an army patrol 
in ^tjbwer class Caracas suburb 
in t|^early morning hours. 

Tp apparently was the only 
inciffent marring the serene 
electoral scene throughout this 
oil- ^fid iron-rich country, Latin 
America’s wealthiest on a per 
pnpi& . basis. There was every 
indie^ion the vote turnout 
would^Come close to the 90 per 
cent, predicted by official and in- 
dependent sources. 

f OVER 4 MILLION 
Sl^tly more , than four mil- 
lionji^rsons were registered to 
' vot^voluntary for those be- 
tween; 18 and 21 years of age 
andjepmpulsory for all over 21 , 
including illiterates— in a popu- 
latim of 9.3 million. 

Wpile conjecture over the win- 
ner jof the presidential contest 
was^ uppermost in the minds of 
mosjt: Venezuelans, another big 
question appeared to be whether 
or njjfithe carnival-like convivi- 
alMfSf the post-electoral period 
wou|fcurvive the results. 

T 8 » is because of the intensi- 
ty of;|he election campaign and 
the iji^ming confidence of the 
fourij^ajor contending factions 
that|fChey would win. The cam- 
Paigiglacked emotional ideologL 
cal t®es or controversial per- 
sonapaes and was keyed funda- 
men^y to the need for >a 
chanfe by the opposition, and, 
by government, to an expo- 
sitio®iof accomplishments by 
the Jading Accion Democratica 
pari^^ince it assumed power in 

Tfc^e points were hammered 


hom#i 'in a hard-hitting cam-, 
pai^jCstimated to have cost the' 
eqii| 0 lent of $22 million. 

\ Leoni, who is con- 

\ stitutwhally ineligible to suc- 
\ cee<C ^himself and who steps 
dow&dn Mpch, pledged Satur- 
day ■pight his government would 
resp^t and enforce the results 
of tile elections regardless of the 
outcome. In an act seldom seen 
in Latin American politics, the 
six presidential candidates, met 
at a television station and' also 
plec^ed their respect for the re- •' 
sult$. i 

I SIX CANDIDATES ■ 
Tde six men seeking the ' 
lan<|s highest office are: * 

Gqnzalo Barrios, a plump 65- ' 
yea&old bachelor lawyer, the * 
official ruling party candidate; ^ 
Rafdel Caldera, 52, lawyer-so- . 
ciologist, of the Social Christian 
party; Miguel Angel Burelli Ri- \ 
V a S, 46, lawyer-diplomat, \ 
backed by a coalition known as . 
the |fictory Front; Luis Beltran | 
Prieto, 66 , lawyer-teacher, of ' 
the J People’s Electoral Move. ; 
meqt, a splinter of the official ■ 
parfj?; Alejandro Hernandez, 61, ^ 
industrialist, of the Social Dem- J 
ocrajic party, and German ; 
Bor^gales, 59, journalist, of the 
Natipnal Action party. 

Offly the first four were given ! 
a cnance of victory. A consen- i 
sus |i Caracas was that the vast ’ 
reso^irces at the disposal of the ! 
government party made Barrios 
a slight favorite. 



